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• Keep it simple, honest and age appropriate

For younger children, keep explanations clear and gentle. 
Avoid overwhelming details and reassure them that 
being without a home is something no one chooses for 
fun. It is often due to difficult circumstances. Example 
response:

“Some people don’t have a home to live in right now. This 
can happen for a lot of reasons, maybe they lost their job, 
got ill or don’t have family to help. It’s very hard and we 
should be kind.”

• Focus on empathy, not fear

Children might ask “Will that happen to us?”. It is 
okay to provide comfort. Encouraging empathy rather 
than fear builds emotional resilience and community 
minded thinking. Example response:

“We’re safe and have a home, but it’s important to 
care for others who don’t. And we can do things to 
help.”

• Encourage questions and curiosity

Let children lead the conversation with their questions. 
Don’t worry if you don’t have all the answers. “ That’s a 
really good question, let’s learn more about this together” 
shows it is okay to be curious and caring.

• Talk about ways to take action together

• Be considerate of the fact there may be children 
in the room who are experiencing homelessness 
through living in temporary accommodation. If 
they need support, please involve the 
teacher/group leader.
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https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/242502/cri0407_activities_for_young_people_wdh_leaflet.pdf
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https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/242051/crisis_activity_a_safe_bridge_a5.pdf
https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/242052/crisis_activity_in_the_net_a5.pdf




https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/242054/crisis_activity_would_you_rather_a5.pdf
https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/242054/crisis_activity_would_you_rather_a5.pdf
https://www.crisis.org.uk/media/242054/crisis_activity_would_you_rather_a5.pdf
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https://youtu.be/n0sa8-dXHUQ




https://www.crisis.org.uk/ending-homelessness/homelessness-knowledge-hub/services-and-interventions/crisis-skylight-final-report-of-the-university-of-york-evaluation-2017/
https://www.crisis.org.uk/ending-homelessness/homelessness-knowledge-hub/services-and-interventions/crisis-skylight-final-report-of-the-university-of-york-evaluation-2017/
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